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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 12 recites 
"said cone wall", examiner suggests changing to cone to core. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Campbell (3601937). 

Regarding claim 1: Campbell discloses a multi-level accommodation unit 
comprising a core wall (40 and surrounding walls as in Figure 1) having plumbing, 
electrical and heating and cooling components inside said wall and projecting to at least 
one face (Col. 1, lines 72-75 and Figure 8) of said core wall (while Campbell does not 
expressly disclose heating and cooling components located in the service core wall and 
chase it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have such 
components located in a service core wall as heating and cooling service components 
are distributed throughout a structure in much the same way and to the same locations 
as plumbing and electrical service components); means securing said core wall in an 
accommodation unit , with said core wall extending between a floor of said 
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accommodation unit and a ceiling of said accommodation unit and between support 
walls of said accommodation unit (Col 1 , lines 63-66); a vertical chase (40) formed in 
said core wall and extending from a bottom of said core wall at said floor to a top of said 
core wall at said ceiling (Figure 3); connector members for plumbing, electrical and 
heating and cooling of said accommodation unit extending vertically through said chase 
(where the connection members are the conduits in Figures 3, 6, 7 and 8 and it would 
be obvious to have heating and cooling service components as discussed above); and 
connection members extending through said core wall between opposite faces thereof 
to connect said connector members to said plumbing, electrical and heating and cooling 
components (Figure 2 depicts connection members that extend through the wall faces). 

Regarding claim 2: The multi-level accommodation unit of claim 1, wherein at 
least a pair of the core walls are positioned on floors of vertically adjacent 
accommodation units and the chases in said core walls are vertically aligned, and 
further including a hole through the floor of the upper vertically adjacent accommodation 
unit and the ceiling of the lower vertically adjacent accommodation unit said hole being 
aligned with chases in said core walls (Col. 1 , lines 63-66); and wherein the connector 
members in the vertically aligned chases are interconnected to provide continuous 
connector members through said chases and said floor (Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 3: The multi-level accommodation unit of claim 1 , wherein the 
core wall has first and second spaced apart wall surfaces (Figure 1); and structural 
foam material between said faces and around said vertical extending chase for strength 
and sound insulation (Figure 9 and Col. 2, line 52-54). 
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Regarding claim 4: The multi-level accommodation unit of claim 2, wherein the 
floor of each accommodation unit is an upper surface of a slab and the ceiling of each 
accommodation unit is a lower surface of a slab (Figure 3, element 4). 

Regarding claim 5: The multi-level accommodation unit of claim 1, wherein the 
plumbing, electrical, heating and cooling components include toilet and shower or 
bathtub components connected to couplings at said at least one face of the core wall, 
said toilet and said shower being supported on the floor of the accommodation unit and 
being coupled to a water inlet line connector and discharge conduit connector extending 
through the core wall to connector members extending vertically through the chase in 
the said core wall (Col. 1, line 70- Col. 2, line 4; Figure 6). 

Regarding claim 6: The multi-level accommodation unit of claim 5, further 
including at least one electrical outlet mounted at the said at least one face of the core 
wall, each said electrical outlet comprising an electrical component attached to a 
connection member extending within the core wall to a connector member extending 
vertically through the chase of a said wall core (Col. 2, lines 25-28). Campbell does not 
expressly disclose an electrical outlet, it is obvious and well known to have an electrical 
outlet in a room containing a bathtub, shower and toilet, and Campbell does disclose 
the core wall having components for such an electrical outlet, therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have an electrical outlet mounted on the face of the core wall. 

Regarding claim 7: The multi-level accommodation unit of claim 6, wherein the 
core wall has a drain conduit connection member (47) therein extending from a 
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discharge conduit connector member (49) in the chase, said drain conduit connection 
member being sloped upwardly from the discharge conduit connector member to adjust 
the end of a core wall opposite said chase (Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 8: The multi-level accommodation unit of claim 7, further 
includes affixed couplings connected into the drain conduit connection member and 
extending to at least one face of the core wall (Col. 1 , line 72 where the drain conduit 
has an inlet that extends to one wall surface). 

Regarding claim 9: Campbell does not expressly disclose having a removable 
access panel through at least one face of the core wall, however it is common and well 
known in the art to proved an access to utilities in a wall, therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have a 
removable access panel to provide access to the interior of the chase. 

Regarding claim 10: Campbell discloses a core wall for use in a multi-level 
accommodation unit, said core wall comprising a pair of spaced apart wall surfaces 
(Figure 1) and having a pair of spaced apart side edges (Figure 3, elements 45 and 46), 
interconnected by a top edge (43) and a bottom edge (44); a vertical chase (40) formed 
between a portion of said spaced apart faces and vertical chase being open through 
said core wall from said bottom edge to said top edge (Figure 3); connection members 
extending between said wall panels and from within said chase to couplings at least one 
wall panel for coupling to plumbing, electrical and heating and cooling components 
outside said wall panel and for coupling to corresponding plumbing, electrical and 
heating and cooling components in said chase (Col. 1, line 70 - Col. 2, line 6, while 
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Campbell does not expressly disclose heating and cooling components located in the 
service core wall and chase it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to have such components located in a service core wall as heating and cooling service 
components are distributed throughout a structure in much the same way and to the 
same locations as plumbing and electrical service components); and structural foam 
material in said cone wall between said face panels and surrounding said chase (Col. 2, 
lines 52-54). 

Regarding claim 11: Campbell does not expressly disclose having an access 
panel through at least one face of the core wall, however it is common and well known 
in the art to proved an access to utilities in a wall, therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have an access 
panel to provide access to the interior of the chase. 

Regarding claim 12: A core wall as in claim 11, having vertical studs (41 and 42) 
therein. 

Regarding claim 13: A core wall as in claim 12, wherein said studs have 
openings therethrough for the connection components (It is common and well known in 
the art to use studs that have openings for conduit and other in-wall components, 
therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use studs having openings therethrough). 

Regarding claim 14: A core wall as in claim 13, wherein one of the connection 
components includes a drain pipe (49) extending into the chase adjacent the bottom 
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edge and sloped upwardly therefrom to adjacent a side edge of the said wall (where the 
drain pipe connects at 48 to conduit 47). 

Regarding claim 15: A core wall as in claim 14, wherein the connection 
members extend to couplings at each face panel of said wall (Figure 2 where the 
connection members extend to both faces of the wall). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica Laux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30am to 
4:00pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on 571-272-6842. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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